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Salmon Symposium
Turning Emotion Into Action

The place o be April 8 & 9, 1994, is the Salmon Clity
Center for the Salmon Symposium sponsorcd by The
Model Watershed Project.

This program will bring together the people and
agencies that have a role in lish production in the
Salmon River drainage. "Turning Emotion Into Action”
is the theme for 1he
symposium, so bring a [ricnd
and plan on action.

Registration will begin at 6
p.m. on Friday, April 8, at the
Conter located at 200 Main

aeel. Ralph Swift will open
“the symposium by "Setting the
Stape" at 7 p.m. Ralph 15 the
Model Watershed Project
Coordinator and has  becn
instrumental in  getting  this
project off the ground.

Bruece Vincent, a logger (rom
Libby, Montans, will deliver
the keynote address. Broce
contends  with  a  different
endangered specics in his area
- the grizzly bear. He has an
important message o relay 1o
the public about how to gel
involved and make a
ditference, Bruee is also the
executive director for Communities for a Greater
Northwest.

Iatcheries and wild fish management will be explored
in a panel discussion that includes representatives from
Idaho Department of Fish and Game, U5, Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Shoshone-Bannock Indian
Tribes.

On Saturday, April Y, get up carly. The action will
begin at 8 a.m. The first subjeet will be "Harvest", Tribal,
commercial and recreational harvest and its effects on
salmon recovery will be addressed. The Inter-tribal
Fisheries Commission, Shoshone-Bannock Indian Tribes,
Salmon For All, and Idaho Salmon & Steclhewd
Unlimited will take part in this
discussion.

How do we live with the
salmon and maintain o gualily
of life for now and the onext
peneration? A local rancher,
tmber  workes,  minet  and
communily leader will explore
this: question. Idaho Rivers
United will also give their point
of vicw,

Heginning at | p.m, we will
hear traom  several  agencies
concerning economic
production and hydro system
operation. (See cnclosed fyer
for details and to register).

This Salmon Symposium
promises  to  answer  your
questions and  address  your
concerns about hydro, harvest,
hatcheries, and habitat. At the
Model Watershed, these are
known as the "Four IT's."

Lunch will be served in the dining reom and is included
in the registration tee of only $10.

This is a public mecting that is aimed at the local
population, The suceess ol this symposium depemds on
having support from you.

| FAST FORK OF THE SALMON RIVER

LEMHIRIVER = FAHSIMERO! RIVER



Critical Habitat
What it Is and is Not

Habitat loss, whether by modilieation or outright
destruction, ia the greateal threal ta muosl rare animals
and plants. Here are answers to some of the questions
most frequently asked about Critical Hahbitat:

Just whaot is Critical Habitat?

Critical Habitat is a regulatory term describing land,
waler and air space containing the physical and biological
features essential for the survival and recovery of
Endangered and Threatened species, Factors include sites
for breeding and rearing, movement or migration,
feeding, roosting, cover and shelter.

How is Critical Habitat designated?

The process for designating Critical Habitat is shmilar
to the one for listing a species as Threatencd or
Endangered.

The proposalis published in the Federaf Register, a daily
government publication. After a specified period for
public review and comment, the Fish and Wildlife Service
evaluates all information provided and decides whether
to adopt, modily or withdraw the proposal, The final
decision is then published in the Federa! Register.

Why designate Critical Habital?

The Endangered Species Act recognizes that the [ederal
government is involved in many habitat-altering activitics
that can affect Threatened and Endangered species.
Formal designation of Critical [Tabitat helps promote
specics reeovery and assists federal agencies in fulfilling
their conservation responsibilities under the act.

Is Critical Iabitat similar to a Wilderncss Area or
Wildlife Refuge?

No. A Critical Habitat designation does not, in any way,
create a wilderness area, preserve or wildlife refuge, nor
does it close an area to human access or use. [t applies
only to activities sponsored, at least in part, by federal
agencics, Such federally permitted land uses as logging,
grazing and recreation may take place if they do not
adversely modify Critical Habitat.

——

FRow does Critieal Habitat affect the private landowner!

Activitics of a private landowner, such as farming,
prazing, logging or constructing a home, are not affected
by a Critical Habitat designation, even if the landowner’s
properly is within the geographical boundaries of the
Critical Habitat. The designation has no impact on
individual, town, county or state actions. Nor does it
signal any intent of the government to acquire or control
the land.

Are potential economie impacts considered?

Yes, although listing decisions must be based solely an
bisdogical grounds, potential economic and social effects
af Critical Habitat designations are analyzed and
comsidered before such designations are eompleted, An
arca may be excluded from the proposed Critical Habita
il the Seerctary of the Interior finds that the economiu o
other benelits of such an exclusion outweigh the
conservation beuclits of including the arca. However,
excluding an area lrom a Critical Habitat designation is

allowed only if doing so will not lead to the extinetion ¢

the species.
Exeerpls from U3 Department of the bnteror Fish and Wildlile
Service - Technical Bulletin X VI Mo, 2
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Habitat Inventory

. The stated objective of our Model Watershed Project
(MWP) is "To protect, enhance and restore anadromous
and resident fish habitat and achigve and maintain
balance between resouree protection sl resource use on
2 holistic watershed hasis".

To accomplish this, an inventory of fisheries habitat is
necessary hefore habitats can be identified as needing
protection, enhancement or restoration. Until such an
inventory is completed and analyzed there is no way to
balance habitats with the land use, water quality or other
Fesource uscs.

Inventeries of fisheries habitat on private land are not
complete or are not available for the three rivers
included in the MWP, During the January meeting of the
MWP Advisory Committee, discussions centered on:

1. Are inventories needed?
2. If needed, how do we obtain them?
3. How do we analyze them?

The committee agreed that inventories were needed
because they would establish the starting and ending
points for work that might be doone on a voluntary basis
by private landowners.

Inventories can be done in two ways: on contract or by
local interagency teams. Both require permission by local
landowners for access to the rivers.

The commitiee decided that it would be best to use
local interagency teams if the agencies were willing to
commit personnel to this effort. These personnel are
familiar with the territory and local operations. Existing
federal inventories could then be merged with the private
inventories. Using local people would also provide a
customized inventory that describes the habitat and its
condition, This is necessary because fisheries habitat vary
from river to river and from reach to reach.

Finally, itwas decided the inventories will be compared
to targets set for salmon redds in each of the rivers.
These targets will be based on levels from the year 1960:
1300 redds for the Lemhi, 700 lor the Pahsimeroi, and
"0 for the East Fork.

e
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Il the new inventaries show spawning and rearing
habitals are available for these tarpets, then planning will
concentrate  on protection and enhancement. If it is
below, then some planning for restoration would be
needed.

The Soil Conservation Service, working through MW
Coordinator Ralph Swift, will lead the teams. The
inventories will be conducted during the last two wecks
of April. Swift will contact Jandowners to ask permission
to conduct these invenlorics on their laod, Thesc
inventories will be done to characterize and summarize
the habitat by river rcach and not by individual
landowners.

Salmon recovery is ranked by mest farm
groups as the most threatening issue this

decade. ldaha Departatent of Agricilinee

Bonneville Power
Administration Hosts Tri-State Model
Walershed Meeling

A Tri-State Model Watershed Meeting will be held in
Walla  Walla, Washington, on March 23-24.
Representatives from Idaho, Washington and Oregonwill
participate on panels to exchangze information about their
Programs,

Topics such as types of leadership structure; use of
technical and advisory committees, community education
and funding will be addressed.

A group from the local Model Watershed Project plan
to attend, They will include members from the Advisory
Committee, Technical Committee and Model Watershed
Project employees.

This is an opportunity for Bonneville Power
Administration to meet with officials from the threc
designated model watersheds to discuss progress and
future needs in each area. This will be a very productive
forum for advancing the model watershed program.
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