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Lemhi County Riparian Conservation Agreement

| he “Lemhi County Riparian Habitat Conservation

Agreement” was signed by county, state and federal
partners on May 29, 1996, The signing ceremony, which
imcluded Governer Batt, culminated a two-year effort led by
the Lembhi County Comnussioners and Lemhi Counties land
use planning comimittee.

How does this agreement affect you? This depends on
who you are and where vour interests he, Ifvou are a
landowner with a stream and its associated riparian areas
running through vour land, it affects you! If you are someones
who hunts and fishes or belong to a conservation organization,
it affects vou! [f vou are a guide, logger, miner, fire wood
gatherer or other natural resource user, it affects you! If you
Lse water to grow erass, drink, or swim in, it affects vou! If
vou work for a federal, state, or
county agency within Lemhi County,
1 “wtsyou!l The simple matter of
(s It affects all the citizenry of
Lemha County

Ripanan areas and their
assocaled sireams, 1Motaled for the
county, would be thousands of miles.
These areas run through the county
like fine thread through a sitk evening
pown. They wind from the tops of
Gallmore Sumimil and Leathenman
Peak They continue down small
creeks snd along rivers. These
npanan areas are defined as the area
assoctated with the bank of 3 natural
waler course and the veretation
supported by free water derived from
the water course. In Lemhi County these are willows, sedges,
rushes, grasses, birch, or cottonwood that grow alongs creeks
and would not be present without free running water. They
cover about two-percent of Lemhi County’s land base, but are
hame to over 9-percent of the area’s fish and wildlife species.
They provide the most diversity and quantity of plant growth
when calculated on a volume per acre basis.

These areas have been the center of controversy in public
| management over the past ten years. The same 1ssues
have arisen for private landowners with riparian areas on their
land. Has this debate led to improvement and given clear

direction in resolving these conflicts? The answer (o both
these questions 1s yes and no depending on your perspective,

The “Lembu County Riparan Habutal Conservation
Agreement” 15 a result of this debate and the dissatisfaction of
the local leaders i the expected oulcomes that appear enuinent
and onminous.

Most of the effects will be positive as the agreement is
implemented and plans are developed that wentily voluntary
actions to maintain, enhance or retnnld degraded nparian
areas. The agreement will be implemented through a public
velvement process. The agreement calls for the fTnnation of
a “Principle Working Group.” Tlus group, led by the Conniy
Commissioners, will steer the over-all process and wdentify and
pricntize watersheds. The prionty watersheds will then be
asked to form watershed advisory
groups. These groups wall be comprized
of landowners, land managers and the
interested public. These groups will
then be asked to develop a watershod
assessment to wdentify 1ssues and
opportunities, These 1ssues may g0
beyond the ripanian area to denufy
concerns such as water quabity and
upland watershad ssues. A framework
action plan will then be developed by the
watershed assessment group that
identifies and prioritizes actions
designed to treat issues. Key to this
process is citizen invelvement and
participation. Itis not a process where
sovernment agencies develop
alternatives and then the public attends a
meeting for comments, It is foresean as a very dynanuc
process to develop actions thal solve problems. The groups
reach consensus and get actions on-the-ground on both public
and private land,

The agreement may not stop the listing of species such as
bull trout, but the up- front, pro-active approach will have to
be reckoned with when agencies begin work to identify critical
halatat and develop recovery plans. Any agency would be
hard pressed to sayv it can develop a better plan for an arca.
such as Carmen Creek, than one already in place or in progress
under this agreement
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Riparian Workshop

Hy dan Alintor, Llisteict Canservations?

‘m riparian workshop was presented on May 7-9 to
4 Allandowners, agency people, and contractors who
were iterested in riparian zone streambank restoration
and management. Wetland plant ecologist, Chris Hoag,
and plant material specialist, Dan Ogle, were the
mstructors, They are both USDA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service personngl, Also on hand was
Jameen Castro. a gecaomorphologist from the Portland
Technical Center.

The first day of the course was held in a classroom
seltimg where the group learned the basics of riparian
ceology and stream imechanics. This mcluded grazing
management and restoring streambanks using
“bioengineering” techniques of vegetative plantings,

The group was anxious to get out “in the field” and
put the classroom training to use, Ld Snook
accommodated the class at his ranch. Ed had mstalled
bank barbs and rip rap on the Lemhi River where
Nloodmyg the previous year had damaged the hanks.
Vepetative plantings were installed at the bank barb sites
and on some bare banks. Willow and cottonwood
cuttings were planted as well as bundles of willows laid
vertivally and horizontally along the banks,

During high water the first week of June, the
plantings were still holdimg up and had started to root
and leaf out.. We will keep vou posted,

Clasy foces stekes and prepares willovw bunelfes for
! fPreg

stveainlank provection on Ed-Snaok Ranch

Accomplishments

Parkin:-:ml Foundation Seed Farms completed a water nght
transfer from the Pahsimeroi to the Salmon River. The
Custer Soil and Water Comservation Dhstrict, with a erant firem
Bonneville Power Admuimstration, (BPA) cost shared this o
project on a 50 percent basis A pumping plant was installed
on the Salmon River to deliver walter to land previously
irrigated from the Pahsimeroi River, Six to ten cubic feet per
second of water will now pass Pahsimerol Diversion 9 (Ellis
Ditch) to the Salmon River. This will enable fish, once
blocked at this point by dewatenng, (o move upsiream and use
habitat in the Pahsimerot River and Big Spring Creek.

he Kase ditch and the Upper and Lower McGowan

ditches were consolidated into the Challis [rmigation
Canal. This project, coordinated by the Cusler SWCD and
funded through a grant agreement from BPA | achieves several
zoals, |) reduces the number of diversions past which smelts
migrate. 2} reduces the call on the Salmon River by about 10
cfs as approximately 500 acres were converled rom flood
irngation to gravity sprinkler. and 3} reduces the long term
aperation and maintenance cost for both the diversion of water
and the fish screening, It also has the long-term potential (o
convert another B0 acres from flood irmgation to gravily
sprinkler systems for additional water savings.

Tlm cooperative Hatch Box program was successful i
hatching 700,000 steelhead eggs this spring, Hatch
boxes were placed in several drainages with eggs provided 1
lidaho Fish and Game. The boxes were operated by volunteers
and the Shoshone Bannock Indian Tribes.

roject proposals for the coordination of the Model

Watershed Program and the funding for cost shanng of
projects have been sulwmited.  These projects went through
the FY 97 review process sef up by the Northwest Power
Planmung Couneil and were recommended for funding. These
projects address both techmeal assistance and cost sharing
needs, They also put the Lemtn and Custer SWCDs ina
leadership positions to develop cost share projects to enhance
fisheries habitat,

The bottom line for the Model Watershed is improved
habitat. This takes a willing land owner_ lechnical
assistance, and project funding. These three thigs have to be
in balance to produce a cost effective timely product. The
above projects are testaments to the local Soil and Water
Conservation Districts ability to get things done on the fand
where they count. The new projeet funding, coupled with the
anticipate approval of the State Ag Water Quality Program
(SAWOP) and funding provided under the new Farm Program
can lead to more accomplishments in the future
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