Model Watershed News

QUARTERLY NEWS ABOUT RESTORING FISH IN CENTRAL IDAHO SUMMER 1993

The Lemh:, Pahsimerci and East Fork of the Saimon River Model Watarshed Project
was |lmitlated in the Tall of 1892 with a grant from the Bonneville Power Administration.

The objectives of this project are 1o (1) protegt, enhance and restore anadromous
and resident fisn habitat and (2) achieve and maintain 2 balance between rescurce
pralection and resource use on a holistic watershea basis.

Guided by a community advisory committee, the planning component of the projact
shwuld be completed In 1994,

This comprehensive and holistic approach 10 watershed planning and management has
nat been applled to tish and wildlite 1n idaho Detore. What we learn hare, wa hopa to
apply to other watersheds, Through this guarterly newsletter we will keep you informed
about this Important local effort.

"Tdaho contlinues to work hard to protect its fisn habital and, once again, local
rasidants wlll have significant Input In the plan's develooment.”
= ldaho Governor Cecil D. Andrus

Qutgrowth of 1990 Meeting

In January 1990 residents and
irrigators of tha Lemh| River svstem met
to discuss irrigation procedures. Most
felt a need for change.

If something wasn't done to help
with the mlgration of fish in the river,
they pelieved outside |nterests would
intervens, They knew what they wanted:
a system thnat would be beneficial to
irrigators, fish and the public.

Some prablem areas were outlined
and An Irrigators Plan to Improve Fish
Bassage In the Lemh| River was developed.
Thnat plan rsasulted In tha Modsel Water
Ceonservation Demonstration Froject which
started in March 1932 on the Lemhi River
and the Model Watershed Project. The
project encompasses the Lemhi River,
Pahsimerol River, and East Fork of the
Salmon Rivers which have a combinad
drainage area of approximately 27385
ToHaY s newWws 1% that the chincek sglmir ard sgouare milas.

*gatengd with extinction From the Salmon River
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Administration

This Model Watershed Project is an
outgrowth of the Northwsst Powar
Planning Council’s Columbia River Basin
Fish and Wildlife Program. The goal of
that program is to doubls salmen
production in the Columbia River Basin
without losing biolealcal diversity, Under
Congressional mandats, the Bonnevilie
Power Adminlstration must fund the
mitigation and enhancement measures
called for in the program.

Governor Cecll D. Andrus named the
[daho Soil Conservation Commission the
lead agency for this preject 1o coordinate
model wWatershed program activities, An
SCC project cooralnator |5 assisting the
Lemhi and Custer Soil and Water
Conservation Districts with planning.

The Problem

Flsh redd counls have cococurrad Iin
all three dralnages since about 1960,
These counls are an indication of the
numpers of fish returning to ach
drainage.

This past vear enly \5 regds ware
counted in the Lemhi as compared to
nearly 1,300 | 1961, This nas ooourred
proportionately i all dranages of the
Salmon River.

The Adwvisory Commitiee has chosen
to tackla the problem under three
gategorias: 1. Migration Habitat

2. Rearing Habitat
3. Epawning Habilar

Migration habitat, incluging the
migration of fish from the mouth of the
Columbia: River 1o the Three drainages,
was deamed to te the largest propblem,

T he Planmn

The nlan Wl Identify resource
conditiaons, managamant alternatlves,
economic factos and social attitudes
impacting the watershed.

Impiamentation of the plan in Lemn
and Custer counties could lsag @ the
accelerated Installation and monitoring o
conservation practices. The plan itself (s
being guided by a 15 member Advisery
Committee consisting of |local residents,
representatives of Indian Tribes and
conservation groups.

Twant-six resource managers from
state and federal agencies lend tzcnnical
AssisTance,

The individuals who nhave agreed o
serve on thess committees are listed on
the back page of this newsletter.

T he Vision

Tha visjon of the Agvisary
Committee is o provide a hasis of
coordination and cooperation betwesn
local, privats, state, tribal and federal
fish and land managers, land wusers, |anag
owners and other affected entities to
manage the biological, social and economic
resources to protect, restore and ennance
anadromous and resioent fish habltat,

The Task

The work to be accomplished (8
significant. Together, the Advisory and
Tachnical committees plan tol

-Tdantify axisting management
status, regulations, procedures, traditions,
atc. which now guide and control
walarshad managemeant.

-Establish effective "adaptive
management’ procedures lo track, evallate
and, IT neaded, change watershed
ProCesses.

—-Evaluate tne ogverall conaition af
the watarshnea and its effects on the
AgUAtic acosystem and the fish and
wiidlife resources (L supports,

-ldentifty those watershed conditlons
which ara limiting the fisn and wildlife

resources: then ddvelop the actlon plans P

1o address those limiting factors.
—-Estanlish ways to cooperatively
implemant ana find these actions among all

interested parties.
=Establish an effective watarshed
monitoring and svaluation process.

bl
i

35 Tour participants lsarn firsthand about
diversion activity. (left to right) SCC
Chairman, Bob Hull; Lemhl County Externsi

Agent, Bob Loucks: Lemht Soil & Wate.

Conservation Oistrict Chalrmar, Bruca
Mulkey; Adwvisory Committes Member, Scott
Turmer.



Accomplishments
A full-time project cocordinater and
nart—time office coordinator were hirea in
nUary 1953,

o =An office was established in Salmon

I Jaruary.

x4 |lmost 50 entities invelved 1n ths
management of or having an intersst in
watarshed resources have been jdentified;
A communicatinons network was established
i March.

*¥Advisory and technical Committees
for the project were formed on April 15

&0 vision statement, objectives ana
noals were developed at a joint Advisory
and Technlcal Commlttes meeting on April
15 operating procedures have bean
aratted.

¥The Technical CommitTtes Toured The
Fast Fork of the Salmen River on May 13,
& problem with stream bank erosion was
rdentified and later corrected, Thie project
was cost shared by ASCS and operator Ed
Hakuar,

¥k groups have agread 1o sign an
operating agreement 1o implement An
Irrigators Plan to Improve Flsh Passagse in
the Lemm,

*AL |zast 12 possible funting

Alrcas nave bpean identitiad.

*Current watarshed momtoring
actives hawve been identified and
dlscussed.

»Prazsantations have bean mads 10
local groups such &8s the Rotary Club in
Salman, Salmon High School, Idaho Rivers
Wnitad and Trowt Unlimited,

wihat’'s Next...

*A tour of the Pahsimero! will be
hald for the Advisory and Tachnical
Committess, to get .an overview of tnhe
problems and opportunities for fisneries
habitat enhancemsant.

*4 survey will ne conducted ‘among
the B0 imterested enfities to gain Input on
the planning process.

*4 meeting of blologists wlll pe held
Ly analyze one or all thres basins.

*Parriers io fotal ecosysiem
managemant will be discussed with BLM
arrd national jorest representatives,

*The technical commiites will graft
suwggestions on menltoring for the
“dwlzory Committee’s raviaw,

*Hlanning will begin for a "Salmon

—aympoostum” 1o be neld In Salmon h Apri

1094,
#¥ifferent sections of the plan wiil
be drafted by the eng of September.

Coordinator’s
CommanTtTs

3y falpn dwirt

I recall my father once teiling me
that today's naws Is often tomorrow's
histary.

Today's news |18 that the chinook
salmon ars threatenad with extinction from
the Saimon River,

Wil tomarrow's history be that they
ara? Or, will It ba that the peaple of Idaha
and the Northwest said, "NO! Thig 18 too
gareat a resource to lose.”

I think they'll choose the |atter
because of the history these fish have in
the drainage and the aconomic activity thatl
a viable fish run brings.

Over the past year | have |earned
three things in dealing wlth the salmon
issue:; (1) the local people wanlt o ses A
run aof saimon return to the watersheds of
the Salmon River, (2} the Iocal people want
to ce nvolved and |ead the planmnag effort,
and (3) those same people are willing 1o
made the sacrifices to see Lhal this efforl
bears fruit.

wWe now have in place a  farmal
commities structure w lead the planning
effort. wWith this comes the responsioihity o
move Torward, examine the problams n aach
sub-basin and make recommendations Lo
solve the problem identification.

Calendar of Eventis

Septembar - Pahsimerc| tour. Foous of Tour
will be an landowners perspective of habitat
and effects of patchery on anadromous fish
in the drainage.

September 4 & 9 - Presentation o
Nortnwest Fower Flanning Councll  in
Pocatello.

September 16 — Lemhl| SCD Range Ride. In
Faydan Creek area to discuss llivestock
arazing and affurts made by pearmittess to
improve riparign vegitation,

Octobar - Committes meatings In all sub-
basins o discuss daction plan for waiershed,

November B8-11 - [TASCD Canvention., Cosur

d Alans

November 17 & 18 - Publlc meeting in
Salmen and Challis e discuss plans and
Al ternalives,



