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Ranch Sprinkler Project Nears Completion

he spinkler project on the Fisher Hereford

Ranch 15 almost complete. The decision 1o
replace the existing flood mmgation system
mstead of building a diversion in the Lembi
River at L-4 was based on several factors.

Between 3 and 30 cubic feet per second
(cfs) of water was diverted at [.-4 and by
installing the sprinkler
system, the amount ol
waler diverted from the
Lemhi wall be stablized at
six ¢ly and he delivered
from the L-6 canal, The
I-4 diversion 1s situated
in the middle of the
dewatcred section
hetween [.-6 and 1-3a,
By eliminatng the 1.-4
and the previously
climinated L-5 diversion,
any water that recharges -
in the river below the [.-6
diversion will be in-
strcam [low. 1t will then
take less water to
recharge this sectiom of stream from natural or
man-caused events such as the [ish Mush.

Calculating the net water saved in a normal
year by converting to a sprinkler system veilds
about 1000 acre teet of water that won't be
diverted from the river--a significant saving
when you consider that some storage waler i3
leased for about $150 per acre feet.
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Anolher reason for choosing this allernative
was strictly economics, The estimated cost of
the diversion dam, fish ladder and fish screen
for the L-4 diversion was $730.000. Also, the
annual operation and maintenance of these
facilities, which would have been shared by the
public and operator, and you increase the
benefits of converting to the
sprinkler system, The total
cost of the sprinkler system
is about $475.000, and that
included needed ditch
alterations and improved
structures for water control,
Operation and mainlenance
ol the sprinkler system and
related facilitics are
assumed by the operator.
The operator also had the
responsibility, and the
expense, of all land
preparation to make the
sprinkler possible,

The new sprinkler will
henefit the fishery and the
Fisher Hereford Ranch -- a wan. win. win
situation.

Your can view this new operation from
Highway 28, just a few miles East of Salmon.
Tt will also be a stop on the Lemhi Soil
Conscrvation District’s Spring Tour. coming up
in June,
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Accomplishments
River Basm Study - The Lemh Irrigation
District and Lemhi Soil &Water Conservation
District initiated this study in the Lemhi Basin,
Participants include the Bureau of Reclamation
and Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Rurean of Reclamation Model Water
Conservation Program - L-3 diversion
eliminated. This will save approximately 600
acre feet ol water. L-4 diversion eliminated by
replacing flood irrigation system with sprinkler
gystem. It wall have a nct savings of water
diverted from the Lemhi of 1000 acre feet. L-6
& L-7 diversions are under construction and
will be ready for 1996 wrrigation season, This
eliminates the L-7a diversion.

Riparian Fencing - Two ranches near Leadore
worked with several agencics to construct
lencing systems to enhance riparian land on
private property. Two land owners on the
Pahsimeroi also completed fencing projects this
winter, One-hall mile of fence is scheduled for
construction in the Fast Fork.

Pahsimeror Water Right Transferred - The
Parkinson Foundation Seed Farm will transfer
their Pahsimerol water right Lo Lhe Salmon
River, reconnecting about 7 miles of habitat,

Hatch Boxes - A pilot hatch box program was
initiated. These boxes used steclhead egps and
were 4 cooperative effort between the tribes and
scveral agencies and landowners.

Carmen Creek Diversion Eliminated - The
Beller Ranch and Big Flat Ditch Company
tranaferred a point ol diversion from Carmen
Creek to the Big Flat Diteh with lunding from
the 118, Forest Service.

Fast Fork Comsolidations - Plans are underway
o consolidate EF diversions 7 & 8.

MModel Watershed Plan

Now Available

he Model Watershed Plan 1s here!l After

many months of research and hard work we
have a linished product.

It is a cumulation of three years of efforts to
identify limiting factors for fisheries and the
watershed processes that afTect these factors.

It should not be read as an indictment ol
any one factor which has contributed to the
decline of chinook salmon. but as a tool
implement actions designed to bring needed
watershed changes, These changes are not only
for fish, hut for those enterpnscs dependent on
the sustainable character of the natural
resources.

The plan has been sent to landowners along
the rivers hecause they are the ones that can
make change happen on the land and in the
gireams, Agencies in Lthe arca also received
COpPICS,

If you wish to receive a copy, please
contact our-office at (208) 736-6322 and we
will make sure you get one.

SalmonCorps members and Dave Blackstun, Bureau
of Land Management, construct brace for lence uear
lLeadare
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Coordinators’ Comments
By Ralph Swift

he Model Watershed Plan is finally
complete and has been sent to the

cooperating, landowners along the three rivers in

the watershed. The plan was also sent to

apencies, private industry and conservation

groups who have partcipated in the planning

process. The plan outlines:

¢ The general aspects of the Lemh,
Pahsimerol and East Fork watersheds.

¢ Some ol the hmting lactors that were found
to- affect fish habitat in cach watershed.

¢ List of actions that could be undertaken to
decrease the effect of the limiting, factors on
the production ol fish,

This past yvear | have had the opportunity to
discuss the plan’s concepts while visiting with
ranchers and others about some of the activities
already underway, During these discussions,
the same questions kept coming up. All of these

_{uestions are pood, and frankly, some arc
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dilficult 1o answer. [lere are a few of those
quastions:

Question: Shouldn't the money be spewni on the
real problem in coming up with a solution o the
puassage problems caused by the dams rather
than on habitat?

Answer: The money bemg spent on habital is a
mere fraction of the total hudget for salmon
recovery, Bonneville Power Administration
hudget tor anadromous fish is about $305
million, The money being spent on aclivilies
for salmon recovery in the Model Watershed
arca is less than onc tenth of one pereent of the
total. Studving the 1ssue of smolt survival tells
mic that there 1s no magic bullet o fix the
problem. Survival has fo be addressed at all life
stages of anadromous [ish. And since these lish
are present in the watesheds at all life stages it
ecms logical to try to maximize their local

production and survival. Plus, it is cheaper to
improve habitat and increase production than it
is to implement the current solution to the dam
passage problems. The money spent on habitat
improvements has benefits beyond anadromous
fisheries. These benefits include improved
resident Nishenes, cleaner water, and increased
wildlife cover. It is then less likely that another
speeies will be declared as threatened or
endangered. Balancing sustainable resource use
and resource protection make these
expenditures worthwhile.

Question: Don 't we already have enough
habital (v support the same numbers of fish
present hefore the salman were listed as
endangered?

Answerer: Ycs. There 1s sullicient quantity of
habitat. but the quality and the diversity of this
habitat needs to be improved. This would
merease production and the quality of habitat
for resident fish and wildlife. This quality
improvement can come easily within the context
of our current resource use with very little cost.
It is also less costly 1o mainlaim and enhance the
current good and fair quality habitat than it i1s to
restore degraded habiat.

Question: [ we go alone with improving the
riparian cover Wirh grazing management, 1sn'1
that conceding that cattle grazing (s m.&pumrbfs

Jor the loss of the salmon?

Answer: NO! No one in their right mind who
has read even a little about the salmon issucs
could blame grazng lfor their demise. Likewase,
it would be like putting blinders on to say
indisciminate hivestock grazing along, streams
hasn’t damaged fish habitat. Designing grazing
strategies o improve riparan cover can be done
to the benefit of ranchers and fish habitat,
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